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Village Hall will 
be closed on 

 

Good Friday 
April 2, 2021 

Summer Yard Waste Collections Begin April 
Who else is looking forward to summer!   Yard waste will be picked up on Fri-

days from April 1 through November 30. Up to six (6) biodegradable kraft 

bags or 32 gallon containers can be picked up on a weekly basis. Any addi-

tional bags/containers beyond six (6) will require a yard waste sticker.   

 

Grass clippings, leaves, twigs, garden debris, weeds, fruits, seeds, stalks, 

vines are acceptable landscape items.  

 

Landscape DOES NOT include wood, timbers, plastic edging, plant pots or 

trays, fertilizer or landscape material bags, bark wood chips, landscape fab-

ric, root sections, sand, gravel, sod, firewood, rocks, excess amounts of dirt or 

animal waste.  

 

New Utility Bill Payment Portal  
 

The village has launched a new payment portal for utility billing and you can 

find it at https://winthropharboril.mygovhub.com/ 

Residents can either create an account or make a single payment. Creating 

an account will allow them to: 

 Manage all your accounts in one 

place 

 View your bill details, history, and 

usage 

 Make and track payments 

 Setup email notifications for new 

bills 

A cheat sheet is available on eGov at www.egovlink.com/d.asp?ID=12805 
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-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Virtual  

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. TBD 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. TBD 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. TBD 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

From Representative Joyce Mason 
Dear Winthrop Harbor residents, 
 

I hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and well. I’d like to 
share some updates about my office with you and ask for your feed-
back on legislative issues. 
 
Virtual Office Hours 
To better accommodate working individuals and families, my office has started hosting 
recurring virtual office hours. These take place on the first and third Saturday of each 
month from 10 a.m. to noon and on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. During these office hours, you can drop in to ask questions, receive 
assistance with state services, or discuss the state and local issues that matter most to you.  
Please visit my website (https://www.repjoycemason.com/events) for further information 

and Zoom links. 

 

In the interest of privacy, only one resident will be admitted into the Zoom meeting room 
at a time. Also, please remember I and my team are always happy to schedule a separate 
one-on-one appointment with you at a time outside of our regular business hours or virtu-
al office hours. 
 
Legislative Feedback 
As the General Assembly’s spring session gets underway, I would like to invite you to 
join one of my community advisory councils. Currently, I host four councils: a Veterans’ 
Advisory Council, Women’s Advisory Council, Senior Advisory Council and an Environ-
mental Advisory Council. I meet with each group quarterly to discuss relevant issues and 
legislative feedback. Any resident is welcome to join any of my advisory councils. If 
you’d like to join a council, please call 847-485-9986 or email me at  
Info@RepJoyceMason.com.  

Trustee Liaison 

Buddy Hargett Com. Development 

John Levin Fire / EMS 

Robert Marabella Public Works 

Dana McCarthy Police / EMA 

Fritz Weiss Finance 

Alanna Whitmore Parks & Recreation 

Village Administrator 

Gregory Jackson 
(847) 872-3846 

Administration 

Julie Rittenhouse, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Community Development 

Pat DiPersio, Director 
(847) 872-8699 

Fire / EMS 

Justin Stried, Chief 
(847) 872-5957 

Parks & Recreation 

Scott Fuller, Director 
(847) 746-3505 

Police / EMA 

Joel Brumlik, Chief 
(847) 872-2131 

Public Works 

Tim Neargarder, Director 
(847) 872-5275 

Note: In an effort to protect staff and members of our community, the Village of Winthrop 
Harbor is following all applicable regulations and restrictions as outlined by Governors 
Order(s) in regards to meetings and when they can be conducted in-person versus re-
motely. Given the dynamic nature of COVID-19 restrictions, the format and frequency of 
our meetings may change after the publication of this newsletter.  Please contact Village 
Hall at 847/872-3846 should you have any questions. Thank you! 

http://www.winthropharbor.com/submissions
https://www.repjoycemason.com/events
mailto:Info@RepJoyceMason.com


Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,  

 Spring is here. No really it is. By the time you read this newsletter we 

should have moved our clocks ahead seeing daylight a bit longer, trees and 

flowers should be in the process of Spring bloom, and anxious to get outside 

the kids will be getting antsy and the parents antsier. All that said it appears 

we may finally be turning the corner with COVID vaccines being administered 

and the pandemic getting more under control. Though we may be able to em-

brace many of our spring ritual and traditions exactly how we do that will cer-

tainly look different. Our new normal I am sure will continue to include mask-

ing, distancing and handwashing practices. If you have yet to receive your 

COVID vaccination I would encourage you to identify an opportunity to do so 

through the Lake County Health Department vaccine portal ALLVAX (https://

www.lakecountyil.gov/4522/Lake-County-AllVax-Portal-Toolkit).  

 Village government’s work continues in earnest as it has since 

the onset of the pandemic a year ago this month. The Holdridge Ave-

nue Bridge Project was started and will be complete in the next two 

months. This project was funded in significant part by a $100,000 

grant. We are reviewing dates to schedule the groundbreaking for the 

new Public Works facility on West Broadway. This project was funded 

by two grants totaling $614,000 secured through the State of Illinois 

through our intergovernmental relations efforts. Public Works is also 

preparing to start road work based on the Village’s Road Rehabilitation 

Plan. This season’s work will be in part supported by $148,000 in Re-

build Illinois LPA funds. In addition, the Village has been able to offset 

a portion of its revenue losses this fiscal year through CARES Grant funding in the amount of just over 

$300,000. I thank our Village Administrator and the village staff for their recent and ongoing efforts in 

identifying funding opportunities and then securing those resources. As we complete the new fiscal 

year budget it becomes even more apparent how important it is to find new revenue streams such as 

those already secured.  

 The Village’s expanded TIF District is approaching two-years old. A TIF Grant Program was ap-

proved by the Village Board this year and I would encourage businesses to reach out to the Community 

and Economic Development Department for more information. The purpose of a TIF District is to apply 

generated tax revenues toward improvements within the district to encourage new economic develop-

ment and job creation. The grant program is just one vehicle. 

 A bit of additional good news. Spring Youth Softball and Baseball registration is wrapping up. 

With COVID protocols in place we will hear the refrain “play ball” again at 38 Acres Park. For our skat-

ers and skate boarders the skate park will open on March 22nd. Stay tuned for more events to come 

and thank you to Scott Fuller and the Parks & Recreation Board for continuing to find opportunities to 

make things happen, even in the most challenging times.  

           (Continued on page 4) 

“Skate Park will 

open March 27th, 

2021!” 

https://www.lakecountyil.gov/4522/Lake-County-AllVax-Portal-Toolkit
https://www.lakecountyil.gov/4522/Lake-County-AllVax-Portal-Toolkit


Zion-Benton Public Library – Good To Go Bags 
The Zion-Benton Public Library has partnered with the Village of Winthrop Harbor in offering free Library 

programming within the Village.  

 

Good To Go Bags contain an age appropriate activity and a snack and are FREE! One bag will be given out 

per child. There are 25 bags available for Pre-k, 25 for K-5th grades, and 25 bags available for 6th-12th 

grades. Pre-Registration is required and you can find the link to register for these bags on the WH Recrea-

tion Facebook page.  

 

Registration for the March offerings runs from 3/9– 3/14, with curbside pickup available at the Schlader 

Building on 3/18 from 4:30—6:00pm.  

 

Registration for the April offerings runs from 4/1– 4/11, with curbside pickup available at the Schlader 

Building on 4/15 from 4:30—6:00pm.  

 

Walkin’ - Walkin’ 
Monday through Friday come indoors at the Schlader Recreation Center from 8-10am and walk while you 

stay warm and dry. Face masks must be worn at all times while inside the Schlader Building, and partici-

pants must sign in each day to participate. Don’t let winter slow you down! 

Gym will be closed  April 2nd.  

 

Easter Activities 

Be on the look out on the Recreational Departments Facebook page for upcoming information 

on this year’s Easter activities in regards to a socially distant community egg hunt for kids 

the weekend of April 3rd/4th. www.facebook.com/winthropharbor.recreation 

 

(MAYOR’S DESK — Continued from page 3) 
 

 Two personnel notes. The Fire Department has had a change in leadership. Justin Stried has accept-

ed the position of Fire Chief in Zion. Justin’s position as Chief here in Winthrop Harbor was part-time and 

this was an opportunity he could not pass up. We thank him for his service and know living here Justin will 

be around if we need a resources. Assistant Fire Chief Alicia McCoy has been appointed as Interim Fire 

Chief while the Village wraps up its search.  

  

 Police Chief Joel Brumlik has notified us that he will be retiring as of June 1st. With over three dec-

ades of law enforcement service, almost 25 here in Winthrop Harbor, Joel and his wife Cindy will be going 

on with the next chapter of their lives. Joel will be deeply missed by his colleagues in senior staff, the busi-

ness leaders and residents of our community, the Village Board and especially by this Mayor. A search panel 

has been formed for a new Police Chief and that work is underway.  

 

 As always, please know that I as well as all your board members are available to speak with you on 

any matter. Have a safe and healthy spring and I look forward to seeing you around our wonderful Village. 

 

Your Neighbor and Mayor, 

Dr. Michael A. Bruno 

http://www.facebook.com/winthropharbor.recreation
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business, Linda’s has added an additional 2,200sf 

to their restaurant.  

 

Offering a wide array of fresh food and using the 

freshest ingredients to provide the best quality and 

taste. Try their delicious food today! 

 

Linda’s Family Restaurant 

1707 7th Street 

Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 

Phone: 847-731-9920 

www.orderlindasfamilyrestuarant.com    

 

What a year it has been already! Our country began a new 

chapter last month with the swearing in of President Biden 

and Vice President Kamala Harris. Together, my colleagues 

and I are working with the new administration to provide 

COVID relief and build back our economy so we can get people 

back to work and our kids back to school.  

 

Here in Lake County, we are currently in Phase 1B of COVID-

19 vaccinations, which includes more frontline workers, adults 

65 and older and adults with high-risk conditions. A few weeks 

ago, I had conversations with Lake County Public Health, 

Walgreens, and CVS, and they said that progress in distrib-

uting the vaccine was being made. Please remember that even 

as we accelerate the process, reaching every American will 

take time. When you have the chance for a shot, please take it. 

Meanwhile, be patient, stay vigilant and stay safe. And always 

wear a mask around others to keep everyone healthy.  

 

In Congress, my colleagues and I are working hard to pass bold 

COVID relief and speed up the vaccination process. The stim-

ulus bill that we passed in December was an important 

step, but it was just a down payment on the true amount 

of relief that the American people need. I am proud to 

support President Biden’s American Rescue proposal, which 

calls for another round of $1400 direct stimulus checks on top 

of the $600 checks we passed in December. The administra-

tion’s plan would also mount a national vaccine program to 

improve supply and distribution of the vaccine so that we can 

reopen our economy and our schools safely. Congress must 

work together in a bipartisan way to pass this much-needed 

relief package.  

 

If you have questions about COVID relief programs or vaccina-

tion updates, you can always visit my website, check out my 

social media or call my office at 847-383-4870. I hope that you 

and your loved ones are safe, healthy and well.  

The Community Development Department oversees 

the Village Building Department functions as well 

as Land Use and Economic Development planning. 
 

For additional information stop by our office at Vil-

lage Hall, visit the Community Development web 

page at www.winthropharbor.com or call us at 

(847) 872-8699 extension 4011. 
 

For a complete listing of available commer-

cial properties visit the Community Develop-

ment page of the village website under 

“Available Buildings and Sites”.. 

Planning Your Spring Building Project 
 

As the snow begins to melt and we think about 

warmer days ahead, many will start to plan the 

various home improvements they want to complete 

this year. Early planning, selecting qualified con-

tractors, ordering building materials as soon as 

practical and applying for required permits can 

help ensure your project will be a success. Call or 

stop by the Building Department for help in plan-

ning a successful project. 

 

House Numbers 
 

It should go without saying, but labelling your 

building as required can make all the difference in 

an emergency, or in just getting the service you re-

quested. Please take the time now to make sure 

your house or commercial building is properly num-

bered and that the figures are placed so they are 

visible from the street. 

  

For additional information please contact the 

Building Department by calling 847-872-8699 Ext. 

4011 or by emailing   

pdipersio@winthropharbor.com  

 

Local Business Happenings 
 

Linda’s Family Restaurant Expanding 

To provide room to spread out as we recover from 

COVID 19 and in anticipation of future banquet 

http://www.orderlindasfamilyrestaurant.com
http://www.winthropharbor.com
mailto:pdipersio@winthropharbor.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20WH%20Newsletter


 

WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS 
 

CULVERTS 101: HOW RESIDENTS CAN MAINTAIN THEIR CULVERTS 

What is a culvert? A culvert is a pipe located in the right of way, usually under a driveway, that allows water to 

drain from one area to another. Culverts allow water to drain more effectively than pool on the roadway, which caus-

es traffic hazards and road deterioration. You may not realize it, but many houses in Winthrop Harbor have culverts 

located at the base of and underneath your driveway. It can be easy to ignore culverts until a problem arises. Most 

culverts are made of metal, steel aluminum or plastic and can erode or corrode from road salt, erosion and the 

weather’s elements. They can also become clogged from sediment, dirt and other materials.  
 

Similar to a driveway apron, a culvert falls under the homeowner’s responsibility for maintenance and repairs. Here 

are some tips for maintaining your culvert: 

 Keep the pipe free from obstructions, like debris silt, garbage litter, etc. 

 Be watchful after inclement weather event for increased debris build up 

 Monitor the pipe to ensure it’s not corroded or eroded  

 Ensure the pipe is aligned correctly and that the ends are not collapsed 

 Watch for large brush or other large items upstream that may get caught in 

your culvert 
 

Here are some signs your culvert is in need of repair: 

 The roadway and driveway is sinking, uneven or you see a sinkhole 

 The pavement has cracks or settling on the driveway or roadway surface 

 The pipe is eroded or corroded – this may mean the integrity of the pipe is compromised and should be repaired 
 

These all may be signs that your culvert is damaged. For questions, please contact Public Works at (847) 872-5275 or 

publicworks@winthropharbor.com  

mailto:publicworks@winthropharbor.com


Resident Quick Reference Guide 

 

 
 

 

 MARCH APRIL 
Village Hall Closed - -   

Board of Trustees Meeting Tuesdays 7pm 2nd & 16th 6th & 20th 

Economic Development Meeting Wednesdays 6pm TBD TBD 

Recreation Board Meeting Mondays 6:30pm TBD TBD 

Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Tuesdays 7pm TBD TBD 

Good-to-Go Bags Pick-up Thursday  18th 15th 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

MAY 2021 

For full details and the latest updates, visit the on-line 

Community Calendar at www.winthropharbor.com.  

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

MARCH 2021 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

APRIL 2021 


